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Dear Fairchild Challenge teacher, 



This year, we invite you and your colleagues to nominate two outstanding student participants in the 2011-2012 Fairchild Challenge from your school to apply for the FIU-USDA paid agroecology-biofuels internships through The Fairchild Challenge. 
The FIU-USDA Agroecology - Biofuels summer internship will be an intensive, university-based eight-week examination of environmental issues related to agroecology and biofuels.  The internship will entail visits to several area agricultural research centers, hands-on experience with biofuel crops with potential in South Florida, and the opportunity for guided research experience with local biofuels experts.

Please nominate up to two students from your school whom you feel would most benefit from, succeed in and deserve a science-based internship for the 2012 summer. These students must be rising Juniors or Seniors who have actively participated (or will actively participate) in this year’s Fairchild Challenge, but may or may not have received award recognition for their participation in the various Challenge options. When selecting students, please consider their interests in alternative energies, their availability for the duration of the internship (June 18, 2012 - August 10, 2012) and proven commitment to academic endeavors. 
For each student nomination, please complete the two-page form and return it to us by email no later than December 9, 2011. We will not accept selections after this date. 
Following nomination, we will send a confirmation letter and student application to you to give to your students. The students can then gather the following information for their application: 
· Transcripts for the previous school year

· FCAT or SAT scores for the previous school year

· Two letters of recommendation: 

· One from a teacher or administrator

· One from a community member who is not related to the student

· Completed student application

· Student essay
We look forward to receiving your nominations for your exemplary students. 
Best wishes,

Sarah & Thad



Fairchild Challenge High School Coordinators
www.fairchildchallenge.org
 
 
 
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
10901 Old Cutler Road
Coral Gables, Florida 33156
305 663-8074 (Sarah); 305 669-4091 (Thad)
305 661 8953 (fax) 
Email challenge9-12@fairchildgarden.org
Exploring, Explaining, and Conserving the World of Tropical Plants 
Summer 2012 FIU – USDA Agroecology-Biofuels Internships through 
The Fairchild Challenge Nomination Form
(Please complete a separate nominate form for each student nominated.)

Student’s Name: 

School: 

Grade: 

Student’s Email: 

This student was an exemplary participant in the 2011–2012 Fairchild Challenge because…
This student promotes environmental awareness in his/her community and school by…
This student positively influences his/her peers by...
Interesting facts about this student’s background include…
Who was involved in the selection of this student for the FIU-USDA Internship through The Fairchild Challenge?  
Please include any additional interesting and relevant information you wish to share about this student:  






Please email your completed form by Friday, December 9
to challenge9-12@fairchildgarden.org
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